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'REVEREND SIR, 


8 


AM one of the young men, to 


whom you have offered your ſer- 
vices, as a director of their theologi- 


cal ſtudies. An offer, in a concern 
of ſo much importance, and made in 


ſo obliging a manner, demands our 


bearty acknowlegements, of which 
I have taken upon me to requeſt your 


acceptance; aſſigning, at the ſame 
time, ſome zeaſons, why the offer 
muſt, for the e at leaſt, be de- 


clined. 
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* L LETTER To 
Could we attend your lectures, we 
have not the leaſt reaſon to doubt the 
performance of that kind promiſe you 
have had the goodneſs to make us, 
namely, of giving us ſuch repreſen- 
<< tations of things as we are not like- 
« ly to receive from any other quar- 
« ter*:” ſince many of your tenets 
are of ſo very ſtrange a nature, that 
it may be queſtioned whether any one 
chriſtian man in England will Join 
you in their ſupport. | 
But what is a ſtill more untoward 
circumſtance, you, Sit, who thus 
wiſh to become our tutor; you, to 
whom we are then to look up for in- 
ſtruction, and the eſtabliſhment of our 
minds in ſomething or other Tou 
yourſelf, Dear Sir, it ſeems, are yet to 
ſeek : for thus you tell Dr. 25 | 


1 LETTERS, P. 43. 
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„ have gone on changing, though 
always in one direction, from the 
« time that I began to think for 
60 myſelf, to the preſent day; and 1 
© WILL NOT PRETEND ro SAY, WHEN 
© MY CREED WILL BE FIXED®.” Real- 
ly, Sir, this is very extraordinary. If 
your creed be not yet fixed, what 1s to 
become of us, your pupils? But per- 
haps you truſt to the truth of the old 
adage, which ſays, Qui docet, diſcit; 
and while you are teaching us, you 
expect yourſelf to be taught. Surely 
it were better that this ſhould be done 
firſt, You have given the world much 
fixed air: let it have ſome fixed prin- 
Ciples. 

I will not not preſume to ſay, hank 
the « one direction“ is, in which you 
have 1 n been changing); 5: Bur 

® LETTERS, p. 168. 
2 


in the opinion of many learned and 

good men, it is exactly contrary to 

that direction which is the right one. 
You changed © from Trinitarianiſm to 
ce high Arianiſm; from high Arianiſm 
« to low Arianiſm; and from this 
ce to Socinianiſm even of the loweſt 


* kind*®.” You have now outſtripped 


Socinus and all his followers; and 
your very beſt friends ſtand aghaſt, 
while they behold you, like John 
| Gilpin, without hat or wig, borne 
away on a vicious ſteed to the brink 
of a precipice, one leap from which 
will ſettle you for ever. 
For our comfort and encourage- = 
ment in thus. inceſſantly changing, 
but always from bigh to low, you tell 
Dr. Price, I have myſelf gone 
«< through all theſe changes, and 1 
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66 think: I may aſſure you, that you 
have nothing to apprehend from any 
_ © part of the progreſs*,” 
But, Sir, may there not be a great 


| deal in poſſeſſing the ingenium verſatile, 


in the ſkill and adroitneſs of the artiſt, 
acquired, as your's has been, by repeat- 
ed acts, and continual practice? We 


are told by the newſpapers, of a man 
at Hughes's, who, from a horſe at full 


ſpeed, daſhes through a hogſhead with 
a-fire in it, and alights ſafe and ſound 
upon the ſaddle, on the other ſide. 
Now ſkilled as we are allowed to be 
in the art of riding, there is not a man 
amongſt us, who will venture upon 
any thing like this, left he ſhould take 
fire, or break his neck in the expe- 
riment. If you pleaſe, therefore, Sir, 


4 LETTERS, p. 101. 
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we will ſit where we are, and have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you perform. 

Dr. Johnſon, while in Scotland, as, 
I dare. fay, vou muſt recollect, Sir, 
came to an inn, where as he expreſſes 
it, * Of proviſions the negative cata- 
te logue was very copious. Here was 
% no meat, no milk, no bread, no 
<« eggs, no wine? n ſhort Sir, there 
was nothing tb eat, or to drink. You 
will excuſe the obſervation—but this 
is exactly the-caſe with your religion. 
It is a religion without a Redeemer, 
without a Sanctifier, without grace, 
without a ſacrifice, without a prieſt, 
without an interceſſor. The negative 
5 catalogue, you perceive, Sir, to be 
« copious.” For the poſitive part we 
muſt be content to wait, till you ſhall | 
have © fixed your creed.” Should we 
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be catechized, as your pupils, at pre- 
| ſent, the exerciſe is ſhort, and mull 
ſtand thus— 
Q: What do you believe? 
V | 
You ſpeak much againſt Suljeription ; „ 
but it might not have been amiſs, 
had your friends tethered you, in early 
youth, by ſome form of ſound words, 
to a diſtrict of good paſture. Inſtead 
of wandering i into a negative country, 
you had then found ſomething to eat, 
and might have invited a friend to 
take a commons with you. a 
The fixation of your creed, Sir, is 
the great object: it muſt be the main 
5 ſpring of the machine: till this 
is done, nothing can be done. How 
it is to be done, we are much puzzled 
to conceive. Hitherto the cuſtom has 
been to fix creeds from Scripture. 
A 4 ” 
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* But Scripture you ſeem prepared to 
_ diſcard, whenever it does not pleaſe 
you. Some chapters of the goſpel bye 


St Matthew and that by St Luke are 


gone, becauſe they teach the miracu- 


Jous conception. Paul, as you have 


given the world to underſtand, does 


not alway know what he is about, but 


ſometimes (and who can ſay how of- 
ten, before your creed ſhall be fixed, 


he will be diſcovered by you to do 1o) 
e reaſons inconcluſively.” In your 


laſt publication you are offended with 


him for pointing out the connection 


between our fall in the firſt Adam, and 
our redemption by the /econd. As the 
other Apoſtles, according to you, have 


not pointed out the ſame, you inti- 


mate his ſuffrage to be but of little ac- 
count, ſince © his writings abound 


with analogies and antitheſes, on 


rn a 
« which NO VERY SERIOUS STRESS | 
e CAN BE LAID.” —You ſay, © All 
es that Paul could know about Adam, 
« and the effects of his fin, he muſt 
e have learned from the books of 
Moſes, which are 28 open to us as 
« they were to him: you mean, I 
preſume (for otherwiſe the obſervation 
is made to no purpoſe) that our expo- 
fitions are of equal authority with his. 
And then, you tell us, that yow 
think yourſelf at liberty to conſider 
e the hiſtory which Moſes has given 
« us of the Creation and Fall of man, 


as the beſt he could collect from tra- 


5 dition. ”” You add, In my opi- 
« nion alſo there are many marks of 
e it's being a VERY LAME ACCOUNT, 

Prom whence, in Dr. Prieſtley's appre - 
henſion, was derived 1 to Adam the tradition or 
creation? 85 
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<« and far from ſolving the difficulty 
<« which it ſeems intended to anſwer, 
e namely, the introduction of death 
« and calamity into the world s. 
But What is this that I hear? Is it 
the voice of Chubb, of Morgan, or 
of Tindal? Of Voltaire, of Hume, 
or of Bolingbroke ? O no—I cry you 
mercy; it is that of my good and 
worthy tutor — that is to be. On my 
word, Sir, your courſe is finiſhed ; but 
in a very different manner from that 
of Paul. You are actually over the 
pPrecipice, and at this moment in the 
deep. The prophets and apoſtles cer- 
tainly do not inform us, at every turn, 


that they have received from God | 


that information which they are about 
to communicate to us. But we are aſ- 
fured, that Holy men of old ſpake 


5 LETTERS, p. 159, 161. 
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DR. PRIEST I E x. 11 


das they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt; and that © ALL Scripture 
« js given by inſpiration of God. If 
this do not imply ſuch a directing and 
and ſuperintending influence, at leaſt, 
as renders it both ſafe and neceſſary 
for us to be decided by the authority 
of the ſacred writers, when we under- 
ſtand what they ſay; and to ſuſpend 
our judgment, when we do not; there 
is no meaning in words. . 

It is amuſing enough to mark the 
proceſs, as now conducted in your 
theological laboratory. 

The ſteps are theſe— | 

1. A paſſage of Scripture is twiſted 
and tortured till it can be made . 
ſpeak your ſentiments. If this prove 
ne 


2 PET, 1. 1 12 Tu. 1, 16. 
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2. Manuſcripts are ſearched after, 


till one can be found, in which either 


it is differently read, or totally omit- 
ted. If no ſuch manuſcript appear, 
3- Reaſons are alledged why it 
ought to be differently read, or totally | 
omitted, notwithſtanding. And if the 
force of theſe reaſons be diſtruſted, 
we are plainly told, | 
4. That the Prophet, or che b 
he, was an dgnoramus, and did not 


5 know how to reaſon. 


All this while, Sir, you feel bold. 
With dignity philoſophical, trampling 
under foot all oppoſition, and ſtill call- 
ing out for more and abler adverſaries, 
you march on, leaving conſequences 
to take care of themſelves. Without 
doubt, you are at full liberty ſo to 
do. But if the Scriptures are to be 
thus rejected, why ſo much previous 


BK, FurnSTLOY. ay 
labour in vain; to cite and expound 
them in your favour; to turn literal 
into figurative, and figurative' into li- 
teral; to give ſuch interpretations as 
yourſelf and Mr. Lindſey have given 
of the firſt chapter of St John? Would 
it not be fairer, and ſave trouble, if 
you aſſumed for your motto at firſt, 
inſtead of doing it at laſt . Let us 
_ < break their bands aſunder, and caſt 
t away their cords from us?? “ 
In the noble ſpirit of Free Inquiry, 
and diſregard of - conſequences, Mr. 
William Hammon of Liverpool has 
proceeded, till he is at length arrived 
at his Ne plus ultra. For whereas ſome 
have doubted whether there ever was 
ſuch W as a proper atheiſt, he 
thus wvrites.— «© To Put chat out of all 
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manner of doubt, 1 do declare 
that upon my honour, I am one. . 
« Be it therefore, for the future re- 
« membered, that in London, in the 
« kingdom of England, in the Year 
of our Lord one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty one, a man 
« hath publickly declared himſelf an 
« Atheiſt.” 

Mr. Hammon hath one friend, of the 
ſame ſentiment with himſelf ; but he 
doth not deſire to have another, for a 
very ſingular reaſon— I declare, ſays 
he, Iam rather pleaſed there are ſo few 
« Atheiſts, than at all anxious to make 
more. I triumph in my ſuperior 
ce light. I and my friend are ſo proud, 
« in our ſingularity of being Atheiſts, 5 
that we will hardly open our lips in 
« company, when the queſtion is 
« ſtarted, for fear of making converts, 


D R. PRIEST IL Ex. 15 AC 
© rea fs leſſening our own enjoyments, by 
« 2 numerous diviſion of our PRIVI- 
„ LEGE With others.” This ſeems a 
little unkind. and unſociable But 
5 their joy, it ſeems, is a joy, in which 
= no ſtranger muſt intermeddle. 

Againſt this writer, Sir, you are 
at preſent very laudably engaged. 
From a book of your's indeed my 
| knowlege of ſo curious a fact is de- 
rived, having never before heard of 
the gentleman, or his friend. —Go on, 
and proſper | But embrace the oppor- 
tunity of making one reflection, name- 
ly, that when a deer quits it's park, 
and ventures into a foreſt, it is never 
ſure, whither it's rambles may carry 
it. Some limits, in ſhort, Sir, muſt | 
be ſet to diſquiſition—I mean not, by 


1 See LETTERS toa philoſophical unbeliever, | 
Part I, p. 238, 247. 2d edit. 
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others, but by ourſelves, if we love 
either humility or modeſty =_ 
Marvellous to us appear your opi- 


perſon of our ever bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. As that he 
« js a mere man, like ourſelves, the 
| « ſon of Joſeph and Mary; that even 
e his plenary inſpiration is not to be 
er believed; that he was peccable 
« and fallible like ourſelves; infomuch 
as to have been miſled by vulgar 
& prejudices, and capable of miſap- 
ce plying the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament— to have been conquer- 
« ed by the proſpe@ of his crucifixion 
« to a degree that ſhewed leſs forti- 
* tude than has been ſhewn by ſome 
« common men in ſimilar ſituations, 


though he foreſaw his own imme- 
8 FREE * P. 35. 


nions and expreſſions concerning the . 


DR. PRIESTLEY, 17 
* qiate reſurrection, and the glory 
that was to follow it to have been 
ce ignorant, before baptiſm, of his own 
& character, as the Meſſiah ; and, like 
«the prophets that preceded him, 


even inferior in knowlege (except 


ce as far as he was taught by inſpira- 


« tion) to an enlightened man in mo- 


e dern times: that the Scripture aſ⸗ 


« ſertion, that Chriſt knew no fin, 


© means much the ſame with St. John's 
te aſſertion (1 John 117. .) that a true 

7 Chriſtian cannot commit fin, that 18, 
„ cannot commit any acts of groſs 


„ ſin“:“ and, laſtly, that even now, 


e during the interval between his aſ- 
IF cenſion and ſecond coming, ' he i is 
in a ſtate of pupilage: ins you cannot 


3 Cited by Dr. Price, Sermons, P. 120. 
from the Theological Repoſitory, Yol . 


43Jz &c. 
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cc . (ſay you to Dr. Price) chat 
« he 1s doing and learning nothing *.” 

Painful, Sir, is the taſk of tranſ- 
cribing ſuch ſentences as theſe : and I 
ſhall only expreſs my firm hope and 
truſt, that among the youth of both 
our Univerſities, there will be but 
one opinion concerning them, and the 
perſon, who, having penned them, 


ſtands forth as our e in the ſtudy 
of Divinity. 


In the 72d page of your laſt Let- 


ters, there is a paſſage upon another 


ſubject, of the negative kind likewiſe, 
which does not a little ſurprize us: 
< J ſhall now obſerve to you, that the 


e doctrine of @ ſoul is of no conſe- 


<« quence in 7z/elf, or to a Chriſtian, but 


c as an argument of a future life. If 


hy nor any perſon does firmly be- 


* LETTERS, P. 143. 
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« lieve that he ſhall live again, and 
receive according to his works—of _ 


ce what conſequence is it, whether he 
believe that he has a ſoul or not?“ 
But here again, my dear Sir, we are 


_ conſtrained to lament, that you are as 


yet in a courſe of rotation round 


your own axis in omne volubilis ævuum 
Of your wheel, like that of fortune, 
the uppermoſt parts are continually 


becoming undermoſt. Suppoſe, there- 
fore, that upon the “ fixing of your 
e creed,“ whenever that day ſhall ar- 


rive, the doctrine of the Reſurrection 
ſhould happen to make no part of it. 

Where are we then? For fo high an opi- 
nion do we entertain of your polemical 
abilities, that we doubt not of your 


being able preſently to compoſe half a 
dozen ſets of Letters againſt that doc- 


trine. We already ſee the ditch filled 
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with bodies, all of your own killing; 
we behold you advancing over them, 
to ſtorm the walls of the old fortreſs; 
and we hear the trumpet again ſound- 
ing to the charge, with 

Tandem duCtores, audita erde ſoorum, 

Conveniunt ! 

In truth, when we es the ſeem- 
ing impoſſibility of a reſurrection, and 
the great difficulty of anſwering the 
queſtion, ** How are the dead raiſed??? 

we are tempted to think there can be 
little chance, that ſuch a doctrine 
ſhould long keep it's place in a mind 
to rational and liberal as that of Dr. 
Prieſtley. 

There is a book of yours, in which, 
as you tell us, you © have made it as 
< evident as any thing of this nature 
<« can be, that the popular doctrine of 
A ſoul has no foundation in reaſon or 
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; « the Scriptures, but was borrowed 
* from the heathen philoſophy*?.” 

I have been differently inſtructed, 
Sir, by a teacher, whoſe authority is 
deciſive with mz. © Fear not them 

which kill the body, but are not 
e able to kill the ſoul: but rather 
fear him, which is able to deſtroy 

both ſoul and body in hell,” Ac- 
cording to the plain and evident ſenſe 
of theſe words, it is aſſerted, that 
there are two parts in our compoſi- 
tion; of which one may be killed by 
man, the other cannot. However, by 
a proper application of the mechani- 
cal powers, it is probable you can not 
only put the text on the other ſide, but 
frame out of it one of the main pillars 
of your own hypotheſis. | 


P LETTERS, p. 72. T-MATT; Xc 28. 
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In che ſame book“, you have ad- 
duced many arguments tending to 
evince the materiality of the Deity, 
merely from the circumſtance of his 
having condeſcended to appear, of old, 
under the material ſymbols of Are, 
light, glory, &c. without which he 
could not have appeared at all to mor- 
tal eyes. 

Concerning the opinions enced 
by you, we meet with the following 
paſſage, addrefled to your old friend 
Dr. Price Some of the opinions on 
ce which you have ſlightly. deſcanted 
ce are, I believe, novel“ -in this ar- 
ticle of belief we all agree“ and a 

e ſtep, as you might ſay” —wemight ſay, 
a great many, and thoſe very ſteep ones 
* beyond what other Socinians have 
gone; and yourſelf and others of my 


7 DISQU1SITIONS on Matter and Spirit, 
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” beſt fridaids, are a good deal ftaggered 
At them one ſhould wonder if they 
were not—* But in a ſhort time, this 
alarm, which is already much abated, 
ce will be entirely gone off — 
Perhaps it may. A young fellow; 
who unfortunately falls into bad com- 
pany, and hears a good deal of blaſ- 
phemy, is at firſt greatly ſhocked. 
But if he continue to frequent that 
company, and hear it every day, thoſe 
teelings may by degrees diminiſh, and 
at length wholly ceaſe. In one word, he 
may be hardened. Such things have 
been foretold, with the reaſon aſſigned; 
« Becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the 
love of many ſhall wax corp*.” 
Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the reaſons, 
why we do not judge it expedient to 
forſake our preſent inſtructors, and 
| : LETTERS, p-. 164. MATT, XXIV. 12. | 
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place ourſelves under your tuition. 
We find no inclination to follow you 
in all your wanderings from what we 
think to be © the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life:“ much leſs do we 
chuſe to attend your future ſteps, 
while you wander {till farther and far- 
ther into © a barren and dry land, 
„here no water is.” 


Here, where no ſprings in murmurs break away, 
Or moſs-crown'd fountains mitigate the day, 
In vain ye hope the dear delights to know, 


Which plains more bleſt, or verdant vales beſtow; 


Here rocks alone, and taſteleſs ſands are found, 
And faint and lickly winds for ever how! around. 


Such are our mental ſenſations, when 
we take up your books, after a peru- 
ſal of thoſe written by the divines of 
our own church, profeſſing the faith 
which it is your wiſh to extirpate. 


u See Collins's Oriental Eclogues. 
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Fou exhort us to aſſociate, and 
pray relief from ſubſcription to the Ar- 
ticles of the church of England. 
Why? That we may be free to 
change as you have changed. But, 
Sir, we deſire not to do ſo. With the 
Scriptures open before us, we can no 
more believe that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
was only a mere man like ourſelves - we 
can no more adopt your interpretation 
of thoſe texts which aſſert, or imply him 
to be God, than we can believe the Al- 
coran, or adopt the ſtories which it 
contains. 
_« We ſhould not ſubſcribe to the 
7 Articles of our church, leſt we af. 
< terwards find occaſion to alter our 
e 
_ . Surely, Sir, the argument proves 
too much, To make an oral profeſſion 
of faith amounts to the ſame thing 
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with ſetting our hands to a paper 
which contains it. But who, from the 
beginning, was ever admitted, into the 
. chriſtian church, without firſt having | 
made ſuch a profeſſion? Since the di- 
viſions in Chriſtendom, who is admit- 
ted into any particular church, without 
having expreſſed his aſſent to the doc- 
trines of that particular church? I can- 
not renounce paganiſm, and embrace 
Chriſtianity, might a heathen have ſaid ; 
for though I now think the former to 
be falſe, and the latter to be true, © I 
© will not pretend to ſay when my 
e creed will be fixed;” I may, on far- 
ther examination, think exactly the re- 
verſe—I will not ſubſcribe even to the 
authority of the Scriptures, as the word 
of God, may a diſciple of yours ſay ; 
for I may hereafter diſcover Paul to 
be « an inconcluſive reaſoner,” and 


DR. PRIESTIL Ex. 27 
Moſes to be rather * LAME in his ac- 
« counts“ It was cruel to make me 
declare my belief in a God, exclaims 
Mr. Hammon of Liverpool, (his friend 
ſtanding by to ſecond him) for I am 


no ſure there is none How could 


you impoſe an oath of allegiance upon 

me, when I was young, cries a Jacobite; 
for though I then thought allegiance 
due to king George, have ſince 
5 learned that it is due to another. 

If the compilers were miſtaken in 
an Article, it is incumbent on our 
governors, when convinced of ſuch 
miſtake, to alter or expunge that Ar- 
ticle, But as to a church without any 
Conteſſion, which ſhould receive into 
it's boſom all the different ſects and 

diſcordant opinions now roaming 
about the world, we have no concep- 
tion of ſuch a church; more if ſuch 
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an one could be framed, or when 
framed, ſubſiſt for a twelvemonth, do 

ve defire to be members of it. 

| You are an enemy to authority. But 
when all is ſaid, in many inſtances it 

muſt take place. Some things we muſt. 

at firſt receive, on the authority of our 


parents; others, on that of our tu- | 


tors; and others, on that of our go- 


vernors eccleſiaſtical and civil. In all 


or any of theſe it is poſſible we may 
afterwards diſcover, or think we diſ- 
cover, errors. We pity with all our 


hearts the poor old gentleman of 60, 


who lamented with ſo many tears, to 
you his confeſſor, having perhaps un- 

_ fortunately firſt taken you for his tu- 
tor, that he had ſubſcribed to the doc- 
trines of the Trinity, and the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God. Incon- 
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veniences may follow, in every poſſi- 
ble caſe: but of inconveniences we 

muſt chuſe the leaſt; and it is better 

Laat a few individuals ſuffer temporal 


boſs, than that a church ſhould profeſs 


no faith, through fear 25 . a 
falſe one. 
As you have been * Sir, to 
recommend to us a peruſal of all Mr. 
Lindſey's writings”, I have made a 
beginning, and am now at p. 87 of 
the Sequel to his Apology, where I meet 
with ſomething which much diſcou- 
rages me from proceeding any farther. 
I vill beg leave to mention it, with a 
few remarks, 
Prayer to Chriſt, as an interceſſor 
© or mediator of worſhip, as he 1s called, 
« is deduced by /ome from the repre- 


8 ſentations made of his character 1 in 
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1 1 the epiſtle to the Hebrews, eſpe⸗ 
c cially vir. 24, 25. where St. Paul 
ce ſays of him, that this man, becauſe 


<* be continueth ever, hath an unchange- 


able prieſthood. Wherefore be is able 

<« to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come 
© unto God by him, ſeeing be ever liveth 
&« to make interceſſion for them. 

We are now to be deprived of this 
moſt important and moſt comfortable 
doctrine for ſuch, Sir, we have al- 
ways been taught to eſteem it ſuch 
indeed it inſtantly and unavoidably be- 
ſpeaks itſelf to o&r minds — namely, 
that we have an advocate and interceſ- 
ſor on high with the Father. Let us 
attend to the manner in which the rob- 
bery (I can call it by no better ova 
18 s committed. 

Ihe office of prief, ad of making 
e znterceſſion, is ſuppoſed to intimate, that 


Donn FRIES TEEY. IM 
* Chriſt is acquainted with all the 
concerns of mankind, and is conti- 
ce nually intereſting himſelf about them 
in ſome unknown way before God.“ 
What elſe can any man alive © ſup- 
e poſe Pu. What elſe can the expreſ- 
fions poſſibly © intimate?” They moſt 
_ evidently affert as much. As to the 
« way,” or preciſe manner in which 
it is done, we are not concerned to 
know it, if we only know that it is 
done, and that we reap the benefit. 
But ſurely I do Mr Lindſey no injury, 
when I obſerve, that he ſeems to think 
it (as we ſay in common life) a ſtrange 
fory of nobody knows what. Accord- | 
ingly, he proceeds, with perfect com. 
placency and ſatisfaction, for the con- 
ſolation of all believers, to“ weaken 
the grounds of theſe ſuppoſitions,“ 
by endeavouring to overthrow the doc- 
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trine of the prieſthood. of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and to prove 
that he never was a prieſt at all, nor de- 
ſigned to be one. And thus he enters 
_ the work. 
as The ground of theſe ſupplies 
| « will be much weakened, if we con- 
e fider, that our Lord never called 
* « himſelf a high prieſt, or is ſpoken of 
s as ſuch by any of the four hiſtorians 
« of his life, and of the firſt propa- 
„ gation of his Goſpel among Jews 
* and Gentiles; nor is he fo ſtyled by 


any of the writers of the New Teſ- 


* tament, except the author of this 
© epiftle: from whence we may con- 
* clude, that neither Chriſt nor the 
« Evangelifts eſteemed this to be any 

real part of his character, or need- 


« ful to be attended to - 5p his fol- 


* lowers.” 


. 
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The rxESTHOOD of Jeſus Chriſt 
© no real part of his character, nor 
e needful to be attended to by his 
ec followers !”' If this do not open the 
| eyes of mankind, to ſee what is com- 
ing amongſt us, they muſt continue 
for ever cloſed. | 
But muſt we net then addin regard 
a doctrine advanced by the Apoſtles, 
when commiſſioned from above to 
preach the. Goſpel to the world, be- 
cauſe Chriſt might not think proper 
to diſcourſe upon it, during his mini- 
ſtry on earth? Or are we to pay no 
attention to what is aſſerted by one 
Apoſtle, becauſe it is not aſſerted by 
the reſt? Is not the eternal prigſtboodl 
of Chriſt mentioned, as a part of the 
divine oath, in that moſt noted pre- 
diction in the whole Scriptures, the 
AY pfalm, applied by Chriſt him- 
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ſelf gon the ground of which the . 


thor of the epiſtle to the Hebrews 
builds his arguments, and which ground 


no efforts of Mr. Lindſey can eaten? 
In every one of thoſe numerous paſ- 


ſages, diſperſed through the apoſtoli- 


cal epiſtles, which mention a ſacrifice | 
 and-ofering for _ not the office of 
Priaſt neceſſarily 


plied? Are they 
nat relative terms? And does not the 
very name Cbriſt, Me fab, or Anointed, 
involve in it a deſignation to the /a- 


 cerdatal, as well as en or re- 
gal office? 


But why, thus contradiftory as they 


+; _ to the whole tenor of Scripture, 


are poſitions advanced, in derogation 


ol the Saviour's perſon and character? 


Here follows the reaſon. This his 
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ce concluded to be a duty to acknow- 
lege this his mediation and conti- 
« nual ſervice: done to us, by direct- 
« ing prayer and thankſgiving to 
tt him. Hitc illæ lachryme ! Mr. 
Lindſey has decreed, that prayer and 
thankſgiving ſhall not be directed 
to him; and therefore he is to be 
ſtripped of all his offices which may 
ſeem in any way or degree to claim 
them. It is determined, that the 
« prieſthood is no real part of his cha- 
c radter, nor needs it to be attended 
<« to by his followers.” 7 
In another place, to avoid the lime 
concluſion from the declaration, «<All | 


e power is given to me in heaven and 


ce earth, and lo, I am with you al- 
ce ways even to the end of the world; 
W power 1 explained to de that 


y SET, p. 88. 
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of © working miracles for the firſt pro- 
e pagation of the Goſpel; heaven 


'< and earth” are the nations among 
whom 1t was propagated; and by © the 


cc end of the world, ” we are to under- 


| ſtand 40 years, being the termination 


of the Jewiſh polity, and the period 


of the apoſtles lives and miniſtry ; 


beyond which, miraculous gifts were 
not communicated, Chriſt's commiſ- 
ſion to communicate them (if I do 
not miſtake Mr. Lindſey” s meaning) 
being at an end. © Our Lord con- 


cc firms this reſtriction of the words, 


when he ſays, Lo I am witTH You, 


ce always, even to the end of the age — 


te i. e. with you that are now preſent 


te with me; you may be aſſured of an 
« extraordinary ſupport and aſſiſtance. 
<« But he does not promiſe the ſame to 


12 ſucceeding Chriſtians, their follow- 
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ers, which indeed was never grant- 
c ed to them; for the miraculous aids 
« and gifts, of which he obviouſly 
cc ſpeaks, and of uo others, were con- 
« fined to the age of the apoſtles, and 
te were not extended beyond it. This 
« limitation, which our Lord himſelf 
« preſcribes to the exerciſe of that ex- 
e traordinary miraculous power, with 
cc which he was inveſted from God, will 
c throw great light on many paſſages 
of Scripture, as well as receive > il- 
ce Juſtration from them.” * 

Without all doubt—and we may 
have the comfort to reflect, upon the 
whole of Mr. Lindſey's reaſonings, 
that Chriſt is no longer with us, no 
longer intereſts himſelf in OUR con- 
cerns, nor even knows what we are 


doing. And all this, leſt we mould 
* SEQUEL, p. 75. | 


* —_ - 


3 „ LETTER To 


be guilty of the heinous crime of wo 
ing to him. 
« The true ſolution of the matter 
e is this” — Now let us een; all 
our attention —- 
_ « St. Paul weng very . =. 
win the Jews over to Chriſtianity, 
<« ſpeaks of Chriſt and the Goſpel in 
* « continual allufion to their ritual — 
e becauſe ſeveral parts of Chriſt's of- 
e fice might bear an alluſion to ſeveral 
e acts of the Jewiſh high prieſt—But 
« ſuch allufions are a very precarious 
[ue unſatisfying foundation for ſo mo- 
e mentous a doctrine as that of Prayer 
<a Chrilt.”:* - 
No here, Sir, if -4 we tans 
your friend Mr. Lindſey aright, he 
argues thus — St. Paul's application 
.of the law to Chriſt would juſtify the 
| Io err, p. 25 
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aft of praying to him, were-ſuch ap- 
| Plication made upon good and ſolid 
grounds: but as it is made only in 
the way of allufion, which MOH hold, 
and therefore might nor hold, the 
doctrine ſtands on à precarious and un- 
| ſatisfying foundation. The apoſtle be- 
ing very deſirous to convert his coun- 
trymen, reaſoned with them upon pre- 
miſes that might not be true, though 8 
he ſtated them as being ſo. i 
Tour friend proceeds Thoſe, 
© bowever, who would draw ſuch con- 
ce ſequences from this character of 
c high prieſt, ſhould well conſider, that 
* it does by no means authorize them 
e to aſk any help or favour of Chriſt, 
ee but only i rey ih bie i prey to 920 
he * them. 


"0 rr, p. 90. 
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Indeed? Why then it authorizes 
them, © however,” to pray to Chriſt. 
It authorizes them to pray to Chriſt, 
and conſequently ſuppoſes him capa- 
ble of hearing the prayers of his peo- 

ple all over the world. 


Me cannot but be of opinion, Sir, 


that they who © draw the conſequen- _ 
« ces,” of which Mr. Lindſey ſpeaks, 

from the character of high prieſt,” 
draw them very properly. We can- 
not poſſibly. think, the apoſtle would 
build any momentous doctrine on a 
ec precarious and unſatisfying founda- 
ce tion.” Among the many inſtances 


of God's goodneſs to his church, it 


ſeems to us by no means one of the 


leaſt, that he has cauſed to be written 


and delivered down to us that divine 
_ _ expoſition of the Old Teſtament, the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews.— ] ſay, expo- 


Dn. I IE. 
ſition; for that epiſtle does not conſiſt 
of mere fanciful allufions to the law of 
Moſes, but is a true diſplay of it's 
real intent and ſignification, which the 
Jews (had not the veil been upon 
their hearts) would have underſtood 
without an interpreter; which had 
they underſtood, they would not have 
heſitated, for one moment, about re- 
ceiving Jeſus for their Meſſiah; and 
the full underſtanding of which will be 
the means of their introduction into 
his church and kingdom, when the 
veil ſhall be taken away. We wiſh, 
Sir, you would enlarge ſomewhat on 
this topic, in the next edition of your 

Letters to them. Fs 
It is impoſſible not to notice a 
ſtrange comment of Mr. Lindſey's 
on Heb. 1x. 7, 12. concerning Chriſt 
« entering into heaven by bis blood; i. e. 
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« ſays Mr. L. 60 becauſe his merito- 
© rious obedience unto deathgave him 
ec admiſſion and favour with God; 
0 baving obtained eternal redemption . 
e #5; i. e. deliverance from fin and 
e death by his holy doctrine and la- 
cc hours. * | - 
But is this the parallel, intended 
buy the apoſtle, to the caſe of the high 
prieſt, who entered not without blood, : 
which be offered for himſelf and for the 
fins of the people? Muſt not this man 
(Chriſt) as the apoſtle himſelf argues, 
have ſomething alſo to orrER? And did 
HE not therefore offer his own blood for 
the fins of. the people (himſelf he had 
a none) —H e did; and the apoſtle, by 
the parallel, meant to ſay that he did 
. —He actually does ſay ſo. But Dr. 
Prieſtley and Mr. Lindſey ſay, there 


er, P. 89. 
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neither was nor could be any ſuch 
thing. Their reaſon tells them, there 
was no atonement by the blood of 
Chriſt; and their conſciences, as we 


are to ſuppoſe, tell then, _ need | 
nOhe-: 


I had almoſt 3 a note at 


p-. $8. where Mr. Lindſey has recourſe 
to criticiſm, as the dernier reſort, in 
caſe (which indeed has happened) 
every other argument ſhould fail. 
© It deſerves enquiry, whether we 


E 6 give the right ſenſe of this phraſe, | 


« by making it to imply interceſſion 
y prayer. The general meaning of 
, «the verb *VTvY'Y cv. is the doing any 
ee a&t which has a tendency to recon- 

« cile parties at variance. Among the 
cc Jews, it was the high prieſt's offering 
© incenſe for the ſins of the people, 


and prayer is not L mentioned as a 
0 1 5 that act. ” 
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 Evruyxarn is tO get to the company, or 
eech of any one; rare ros, to apply 
a againſt another; vr roc, to apply or 
intercede for. another. The incenſe 
offered by the perſon mediating or in- 
terceding, under the law, was conſi- 
dered as prayer, and operated in the 
ſame manner. But what difference 
does this make in the account? 
No comes the finiſhing ſtroke— 
and ſuch it is, with a witneſs. 
The perpetual interceſſion of 
e Chriſt, here noted, may perhaps 
tee be — the continual operation and 
« effect of his miracles and doc- 
ce trine in the world, by which men 
« are brought to believe in God by 
<« him, and to be ed.. 
So then, by Chriſt ever living to make 
interceſſion for us in heaven, MAY PER- 
HAPs be meant, the continual operation 
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and effett of his miracles and dofirine 
upon earth. An expoſition perfectly | 
Sociman ! 

With great he for your charac- 
ter as a man of ſcience, and equal diſ- 
like to your principles, as a theologian, 

ain Sir, 
Your moſt obedient _ 

Oxrord. humble ſervant, _ 
| Apr. 13. 1787. An UNDERGRADUATE, : 


P. S. Our beſt thanks are due for 
the kind compliment in your Letter 
to Nr. Pt, F. 38. 
While your univerſities reſemble . 


© pools of ſtagnant water, ſecured by - - 


e dams and mounds, and offen/ive 79 
e the neighbourhood, ours are like rivers, 
c which, taking their natural courſe, 
« fertilize a whole country.“ 


